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(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a surface mining
permit shall be granted for such period as requested and deemed reasonable, but not
exceeding 25 years. If the mining operation has been completed and the reclamation
required under the approved mining and reclamation plan is completed prior to the
expiration of the permit, the permit may terminate. Termination of a permit does not
relieve the permittee of any obligations which he has incurred under his approved
mining and reclamation plan or otherwise. If the permittee wishes to continue
operation of his preparation plant, his permit may remain valid but shall be modified.

(b) A permit shall be void if surface mining has not commenced within two
years of its issuance.
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